
 

 

Dear Representative, 

 

I am writing to you today as a Pest Management Professional requesting your support for H.R. 

897, the Zika Vector Control Act.  H.R. 897 is scheduled to be considered by the full House of 

Representatives tomorrow, May 17th.  H.R. 897 would suspend the need to obtain unnecessary 

and burdensome permits allowing our industry to better protect you from the mosquitoes that 

transmit the Zika virus.  

Zika is an emerging mosquito-borne virus that currently has no specific medical treatment or 

vaccine.  Zika virus is spread through the bite of infected mosquitoes in the Aedes genus, the same 

mosquitoes that carry dengue fever and chikungunya.  Zika virus causes mild flu-like symptoms 

in about 20 percent of infected people, but the main concern among leading health organizations 

is centered on a possible link between the virus and microcephaly, a birth defect associated with 

underdevelopment of the head and brain, resulting in neurological and developmental problems. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently declared Zika virus a global health emergency. 

 

Currently, Pest management professionals that apply even small amounts of pesticides in and 

around lakes, rivers and streams to protect public health and prevent potential disease outbreaks 

are required to obtain an additional, redundant and burdensome National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit, prior to application.  Under the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), all pesticides are reviewed and regulated for use with 

strict instructions on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved product label. 

A thorough review and accounting of impacts to water quality and aquatic species is included in 

every EPA review. Requiring water permits for pesticide applications is redundant and provides 

no additional environmental benefit. 

Pest management professionals are on the front lines of protecting the public, using a variety of 

tools, including pesticides.  Requiring pest management applicators to obtain an NPDES permit 

to prevent and react to potential disease outbreaks wastes valuable time against rapidly moving 

and potentially deadly pests.  Water is the breeding ground for many pests. 

The pest management industry strongly urges you temporarily remove this regulatory burden and 

help us protect people throughout your community from mosquitoes that transmit dangerous and 

deadly diseases, like Zika, by voting YES on H.R. 897, the Zika Vector Control Act. 

Sincerely, 


